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Moritz (B): Arabic paleography. A collection of Arabic texts from the first
century of the hidjra till the year 1000. Cairo, 1905
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SYMPOSIUM ON THE
GLORIOUS QURAN AND CONTEMPORARY TECHNOLOGIES
(INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY)

HELD IN KING FAHD QURAN PRINTING COMPLEX,

AL-MADINAH AL-MUNAWWARAH
FROM 24 TO 26/10/1430 AH. (13-15/10/2009)

. The Symposium recommends that special attention be paid to Distance
Reading of the Glorious Qur'an and its development, providing guide-
lines for it and making it known to the people as a means to overcome
the barriers separating the learner from the teacher and other sources of
learning.

. The Symposium calls upon specialists to prepare computerized Qur'anic
dictionaries that will help the exegetes in preparing subject-based
exegeses of the Glorious Qur'an based on sound knowledge derived from
the most reliable sources of exegesis. These dictionaries should be based
on scholarly categorization of the Qur'anic words according to their
meanings, derivations and usages.

. The Symposium emphasizes the importance of harnessing modern
technology to the service of the disabled in benefiting continuously from
the Glorious Qur'an.

. The Symposium emphasizes the importance of coordination between the
experts in all branches of modern technology concerned with the
designing of software of the Qur'an and its sciences in order to avoid
repetition, fill in the deficiencies and come up with useful software items
and devices..

. The Symposium also call upon educational experts in designing
examination question banks to prepare applied and subject-based
questions including multiple choice and yes-or-no questions, and other
means of evaluation to enable software designers in designing digital
examinations to meet the need in this field.

. The Symposium calls upon business establishments working in the field of
technologies and computer software to make sure that their products are
characterized with objectivity and accuracy. Material benefits should not
be allowed to prevent them from producing correct materials for the
service of the Quran based on truth and correct information.

. The Symposium also recommends increased contact and cooperation
between people serving the Glorious Qur'an and those working in field of
modern technologies.
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MANUSCRIPTS OF MASAHIF OF THE 12™ CENTURY
AH IN KING ABD AL-AZIZ LIBRARY IN
AL-MADINAH AL-MUNAWWARRAH

Abstract

In its introduction the Paper speaks about Islamic and Arabic libraries and
the need for research work in the field of codifying information about the
Masahif. It points out that King Abd al-Aziz Library in Madinah is a major
source of information relating to the manuscripts of masahif, their
calligraphers and those who have given them as waqf; the types of writing
styles and their development, and the types of paper used in writing them.
The Paper then goes on to explain the aims of the study, its limits,
methodology and previous studies in this field.

The second chapter gives a brief introduction to King Abd al-Aziz Library
dealing with its establishment, location, the endowment collections therein and
the services it provides to researchers. It also provides information regarding
the Glorious Mushaf Library, the manuscripts found therein, the periods in
which they were written, number of their calligraphers, the time-frame for
their endowment and examples of the names of endowment donors.

The third chapter deals with the number and kind of manuscripts, and
speaks in detail about the types of paper used for the writing, the sizes of the
manuscripts, their gilding and decoration with examples from the
manuscripts under study. This chapter also includes a quick reference the
works on fafsir (exegeses) and translation of the meanings of the Qur'an.

The fourth chapter deals with the calligraphers of the mushafs and their
contributions.

The fifth chapter is about the endowment donors and their contributions.
Muslims have long been particular about giving Mushafs as endowments to
mosques, libraries and ribats. This chapter discusses the number of mushafs
given as endowment to the Mushaf Library during the period under review.
This is presented in the form of tables with breakdown on the basis of periods
of endowments and the donors. It also includes a study of the rules of waqf,
its conditions and words used in making endowments.

The sixth chapter presents the results of the study and recommendations.
It also contains specimens of mushafs dealt with in the study chosen on the
basis of their types, writing styles, numbers and endowment.
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WRITING OF MASAHIF IN SPAIN

by
Dr Souha Baayoun*

Research Abstract

All thanks are due to Allah, the Lord of the universe, and peace and
blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his household and his
companions.

The Noble mushaf is considered amongst the very first manuscripts that
the artists devoted their efforts to, with the aim of its beautification and
decoration, and the development of its writing system and its preservation. A
great number of the Spanish calligraphers became great masters and were
known for the beauty of their calligraphy, and they wrote mushafs.

The title of this paper is "Writing of Masahif in Spain'. This study deals
with:

a) the journey of Arabic Calligraphy to Spain. In the first leg of its
journey to the West of the Arab World, Arabic Calligraphy came to
Kairouan whence it travelled to other countries in North and West
Africa, and to Spain.

b) and the extent of development it underwent in those countries.

¢) Then the completion of the journey of Arabic Calligraphy to Spain, its
development therein and the types and features of the Spanish
Calligraphy.

d) Thereafter, the return of the Spanish Calligraphy to North Africa.

It also deals with Spanish people's interest in bookbinding and decoration
of the mushafs, for they attained a high degree of advancement in this art.
Their interest in the binding of the Noble Mushaf was considerable.

The paper also sheds light on the famous Spanish calligraphers who
devoted themselves to the writing of the Glorious Qur'an. It also discusses the
interest evinced by Spanish women in Arabic Calligraphy, their excellent
work in this field and the most prominent of them.

* . . . .
A researcher in Spanish Studies, www.souhabaayoun.com, Beirut, Lebanon.
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WRITING OF THE GLORIOUS MUSHAF
BY THE OTTOMAN CALLIGRAPHERS

Idham Muhammad Hanash

Abstract

This historical research presents the efforts and works of Ottoman
calligraphers in the field of writing the Glorious Mushaf. It studies the
writing styles, the methodologies and rules adopted by these calligraphers
with a view to discovering their methodology in writing the Glorious Mushatf.

Hamdullah al-Amasi is considered to be the founder of this methodology.
Some other Ottoman calligraphers such as Darwish Ali and al-Hafiz Uthman
had a distinctive role in its development and spread amongst most of the
calligraphers who were engaged in writing the Mushaf.

The research was able to infer that the major characteristics of the
Ottoman methodology in writing the Mushaf are:

1. Writing with clarity and beauty, which enhances readability of the
Glorious Qur'an.

2. Relying on the Naskh style of writing as the main style for writing the
Glorious Qur'an.

3. A good arrangement of the pages and the distribution of words in them,
which helps easy continuity in the recitation and memorization of the
Qur'an. This was as a result of the adoption of peculiar scientific and
professional rules in writing the Glorious Mushaf.

The order of lines in a page should be odd in number such that the lines in
a page are eleven or thirteen or fifteen or seventeen in number.
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countries, which scrutinized 'the Mushaf Makkah' also benefitted from the
methodology devised by Shaikh Kurdi. His copy of the Mushaf proved the
fact the Qur'an is a miracle not only in its words but also in its orthography.

Shaikh Muhammad Tahir al-Kurdi al-Makki practiced his artistic gift and
his knowledge of rasm in copying the Glorious Qur'an. He knew that some
features of the rasm could prove where the mushaf was copied. Thus, he left
behind an everlasting work which has rendered his name also everlasting as it
is connected to the Glorious Book of Allah.
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THE MOST ERUDITE SCHOLAR AND CALLIGRAPHER
MUHAMMAD TAHIR KURDI AL-MAKKI AL-SHAFI‘I
A CALLIGRAPHER OF THE QUR'AN

by
A. W. ABU SULAIMAN

Abstract

Muhammad Tahir Kurdi was a learned scholar, and a calligrapher of the
Glorious Qur'an. He was a scholar of encyclopedic dimensions with
diversified fields of interest. He was born in the year 1321 AH in the Holy
city of Makkah, attended al-Falah school and graduated in the year 1339 AH.

In the year 1340 AH, his father took him to Azhar in Cairo to study. There
he studied religious sciences as well as Arabic Calligraphy and related
sciences like painting, decoration and gilding. This was in the Royal School
for Improving Arabic Calligraphy.

His greatest pride is that he wrote the 'Mushaf Makkah', and a great
achievement it is ideed. He crowned his services to the Glorious Qur'an with
numerous scholastic works which he single-handedly achieved. His works
portray him as: a mufassir, fagih (jurist), adib (man of letters), mu'arrikh
(historian), khattat (calligrapher) and rassam (painter).

It is well known that the Glorious Qur'an was transmitted down to us, the
Muslim nation, through fawatur. It is not an ordinary book that can be copied
by all and sundry. No one dares copy it except one who is qualified and fit
psychologically, with sound knowledge of the different Qur'anic sciences.
Only a scholar who is competent and possesses all the necessary prerequisites
can be bold enough to embark on such a sacred and noble work.

All prerequisites were found in Shaikh Muhammad Tahir Kurdi al-Makki.
This is evident in his methodology in copying the Glorious Qur'an which he
provided as a supplement to the copy of the Mushaf he prepared.

As additional steps to perfect his methodology, he included explanations
of the terminologies used in the dabz.

The specialized committee made up of qurra’ from the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and Egypt, and from various scholarly institutions in both these
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COMPARISON BETWEEN THE DABT OF THE
MUSHAF AND THAT OF NORNAL
ORTHOGRAPHY

by
Dr. Ghanim Qadduri al-Hamad®

Abstract

The Uthmanic Orthography at first had no diacritical signs. The scholars
among the fabi‘in (i.e. the generation after that of the Prophet's Companions)
and those after them felt the necessity of adding sings to indicate the short
vowels and to differentiate between letters of the alphabets that are alike in
appearance to help the reader to read the Qur'an correctly. These efforts of
theirs led to the creation of a new discipline known as 'the science of dabt'.

The use of the signs in the Mushafic Orthography and the normal Arabic
orthography passed through various stages of development and the scholars
had different ways of dealing with them. Consequently, the Mushafic
Orthography became distinct with its own signs which are not used in ordinary
Arabic writing. This led to mistakes committed by some readers of the Qur'an.

This Paper is concerned with comparison between the diacritical signs
used in the Mushafic Orthography and those used in the normal Orthography
used in writings other than the Mushaf with a view to discovering points of
agreement and disagreement between them.

And after studying the sources and the mushafs, I have come to the
conclusion that there are only five points of disagreement. Thay are:

a) Dotting the final ya'".

b) Symbol of sukiin (i.e. vowellessness of a consonant).

¢) The position of the kasrah with regard to the shaddah.

d) The position of the hamzah maksiirah vis-a-vis its carrier ya'.

e) The sign of maddah.

I traced and studied the history of the use of these signs in source books
and the mushafs, and have discussed the possibility of unifying their use in
both the orthographies.

" Faculty of Education, Takrit University.




Forum information publications, guide and programmes.
An introduction to the Complex's software in the field of Qur'anic
calligraphy, and calligraphy in general including the following styles of
writing:

1) Naskh.

2) Mudrajat.

3) Naskh style used for teaching (outline and dotted).

4) Calligraphic styles compatible with the Uthmanic Orthography according
to readings of Hafs, Warsh, al-Diiri, Qaltin, and Shu'bah.

5) The calligraphic style used in the Mushaf al-Madinah al-Nabawiyyah
(the new style which is compatible with the published mushaf).

6) Software for downloading the Qur'anic text.

7) Digital check for the Mushaf al-Madinah al-Nabawiyyah.

8) An introduction to the Calligraphy website.

9) Calligraphic style for writing Kalimat al-Tawhid (a digital font for
writing 'la ilaha illa llahu' in different ways on the pattern of al-mudrajat
style of writing).

* Smart services for publishing Forum information through mobile gadgets like
mobile phones, pocket computer, iphone, etc. This will be done by uploading

the files on the gadgets of the visitor when they attend the Forum, or from the
Forum website. The files available for uploading are:

The Documentary Book.

The Catalogue.

Forum Guide.

Cultural Programme.

Note on Calligraphy website.
* MMS service. Through this service one of the art exhibits participating in
the Forum will be uploaded to the gadget of the visitor who sends an MMS

containing the identity number of the required exhibit, and the service will
provide him with a digital copy of the exhibit.

* A life l.c. telecast of the cultural programmes of the Forum on the following
link:

http://multaga.qurancomplex.gov.sa




The film will present pictures of Qur'anic manuscripts, and specimens of
Arabic calligraphy in different times and climes.

The film is characterized by artistically beautiful and technically hi-fi
production.

The film aims at highlighting how Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala provided the
means to preserve His Glorious Book through centuries.

It also aims at documenting the development of the writing of the mushaf
from its inception and at projecting some of the fascinating manifestations of
Islamic civilization. It also highlights the role of King Fahd Glorious Quran
Printing Complex in serving Allah's Book and its sciences.

The film will be shown during the time of the Forum in the visitors' hall,
especially to students of tahfiz al-Qur'an, and school children. A time-table for
its telecast during the time of the Forum will be announced.

It is to be noted that the film will also be telecast by a number of satellite
TV channels, and in the international exhibitions conducted by the Complex in
different countries of the world.

* On the occasion of the Forum, the Complex will launch a software
containing:

A short introduction to Arabic Calligraphy and its development.

* An introduction to some of the well-known styles of writing with their
specimens.
Teaching the naskh and thuluth styles (outline and dotted). It presents
all the Arabic letters as they appear in these two styles independently
and in combination. At a click on any of the letters, a large size of letter
will appear in order that the learner emulates it directly on the screen. A
flash programme and videoclips will appear to guide him with regard to
the rartio. This software realizes one of the most important aims of the
Forum which is to look into ways and means of reconciling the computer
writing with the writings of the calligraphers in the service of Arabic
Calligraphy.
A quiz programme about calligraphy.
Specimens from the Documentary Book and the Catalogue.
The programme will be available in CD, and also on the Forum website
and also on the Complex website.

* During the time of the Forum, the Complex will provide the following digital
services:




held. These will include:

* Five lectures on Arabic Calligraphy and its Development, and on the
Writing of the Mushaf. The lectures will be delivered by university
faculty members.

Three symposia will also be held to discuss matters related to the Forum.
Specialists on topics to be discussed will participate in them.
Presentation by seven of the most famous participating calligraphers.
The presentation will include their experience in the field of calligraphy
and decoration and their aspirations.

There will be 22 participants (professors, calligraphers and decoration
artists) in these cultural events.

C 5) The General Secretariat has prepared various programmes to honour
the participants, and has also arranged for them an umrah trip to Makkah.

L 6) The final session of the Forum when the recommendations will be
presented will be on 28/5/1432.

* Promotional Film about the Forum:
This is a promotional film. It explains that the Forum is being held under

the kind patronage of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Abdullah
ibn Abdul Aziz Al Sa'ud. The Forum is held to appreciate the efforts of the
calligraphers and to honour them.

The film was telecast by four TV channels: Dalil, Makkah, Ahl al-Qur'an
and al-Ma'ali. It will be telecast by ten TV stations a little before the time of
the Forum and when it is in session. It will also be presented in Saudi Arlines'
international flights (with TV programmes), and also in their domestic flights
operating between Jeddah-Riyadh, Jeddah-Dammam (both ways).

The film has been uploaded in the Forum link on the Complex's website,
and on the Forum website and on Youtube on the internet.

* Documentary film, Qafilat al-Nar (Caravan of Light).

It is a documentary film tracing the development of the writing of the
Glorious Qur'an since the time of the Prophet (Peace and blessings of Allah
be on him) till the modern time in a very attractive manner with the help of
documentation. It presents the correct facts and figures in an objective manner
in a short period of 30 minutes. It will be in both Arabic and English, and also
in the sign language. The film will also have a shorter version lasting seven
minutes.




News from the Complex

C 1) The General Secretariat of King Fahd Glorious Qur'an Complex has
prepared a documentary book containing information about the individuals,
government bodies and establishments participating in the Forum. The Book
has an introduction to King Fahd Glorious Qur'an Printing Complex. There
is also an article on the development of the Arabic Calligraphy till the present
time. The book also refers to the following:

Exhibition on the occasion of the Forum.

Documentary film Qafilat al-Nur, (The Caravan of Light).

Cyclopedia of Qur'an Calligraphers which the Complex is compiling in
more than 500 pages.

L 2) The General Secretariat has also prepared a catalogue with photographs
of the following:

specimens of ancient Qur'anic manuscripts.

specimens of qur'anic copies published by the Complex.

specimens of Arabic calligraphic styles taken from the works of the
participants in the Forum.

specimens of decoration and arabesque.

specimens of digital works designed by the Directorate of Computer at
the Complex to be used in the service of the mushaf.

specimens of calligraphic tools.

specimens of thulth style of calligraphy prepared by the Complex's
calligrapher Dr Osman Taha.

The catalogue contains 104 pages.
£ 3) The number of participants in the Forum is 251 out of whom 214 are
from outside the Kingdom. The youngest participant is Muhammad Humam

al-Shibl of Algeria who is only 13 years old, while the oldest is the calligrapher
Mahmud Ibrahim Salamah of Egypt who is 92.

The number of government bodies and establishments participating in the
Forum is 20 out of which 5 are from outside the Kingdom.

It is to be noted that the number of applicants was 360.

£ 4) On the occasion of the Forum, numerous cultural programmes will be
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In the Name of Allah
the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful
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Notes for Authors

The Journal of Qurlanic Research and Studies welcomes serious
scholarly contributions in Arabic and English on the Glorious Qur’an and
its studies, the translation of the meanings of the Glorious Qur’an and
editing old manuscripts related to it.

Contributions should conform to the following:

* thelength of contributions should normally be between 6000 and
12000 words.

Three copies should be submitted, double-spaced with ample
margins on one side of A4 sized paper.

A soft copy of the contribution must be submitted. Text should
be a Microsoft Word 2000 document (or a more recent version).
Authors are welcome to send their contributions by e-mail,
formatted as a Word attachment.

A brief C.V. relevant to the scope of the journal should be
submitted detailing the full contact information of the author and
their institutional affiliation.

An abstract of no more than 200 words should accompany the

manuscript.

Notes should appear page by page as they occur, i.e. in footnotes
not endnotes. They should be numbered page by page.

The editorial board will consider original contributions set within sound
theoretical or methodological frameworks, provided the material presented
is rigorous. Submission of a contribution will be taken to imply that it has
neither been published nor is being considered for publication elsewhere.

Contributors will be financially rewarded, receive five copies of the
issue in which their contribution appears and twenty offprints of their
contribution.




Transliteration System of Arabic Characters

n

h

 as a consonant and

# as a vowel

) as a consonant and
7 as a vowel

Short vowels are to be transliterated as follows:
a for fathah (), i for kasrah ( ) and u for dammah ().

6 : is transliterated as 4, but # when mudaf.

JI+ is transliterated as a/whether shamsiyyah ot qamariyyah.




The Journal of Qur’anic Research and Studies encourages scholarly
research and promotes publication in the field of the Glorious Qur’an and its
studies with a view to enriching the Qur’anic studies library further and bringing
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King Fahd Glorious Qur’an Printing Complex in Brief

Inauguration

In response to the increasing need of Muslims the world over for copies of the Glotious Qut’an, assuming
the pioneering role of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in serving Islam and Muslims, and realizing the
importance of serving the Glorious Qur’an and the Prophet’s Sunnah, the late Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques, King Fahd bin “Abdul-°Aziz, laid the foundation stone of King Fahd Glorious Qut’an Printing
Complex in Madinah in 1982 and inaugurated it in 1984 as a body dedicated to carrying out this honourable
task. On laying the foundation stone he said:

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. With the blessing of Allah, the Exalted,
the Able [do T lay this stone].... We pray that this project will be a blessing for the service of the Glorious
Qur’an, firstly, and Islam and Muslims, secondly. I pray to Allah, the Exalted, the Able, to grant us help and
success in our religious and worldly affairs, and to make this project successful in fulfilling what it has been
set up for, namely, the Glorious Qut’an, so that Muslims may benefit from it and ponder on its meanings.

Aims of the Complex

Prominent among the aims of the Complex are: printing the Glorious Qur’an and recording it on audio
media in the modes of reading well-known in the Muslim world, translating its meanings, furthering tafsir
and Qur’anic studies, serving the Prophet’s Sunnah and biography, undertaking Islamic research and studies,
and catering for the needs of Muslims, inside and outside the Kingdom, for the different publications of
the Complex and making them available on the internet.

Supervision of the Complex

The Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Endowments, Da‘wah and Guidance supervizes the Complex. His
Excellency Shaikh Salih bin “Abdul-*Aziz bin Muhammad Al al-Shaikh is the Supervisor-General of the
Complex and the head of its higher committee. The implementation of the Complex’s policies and the
achievement of its aims are overseen by a General-Secretariat headed by the Secretary-General of the
Complex, Prof. Muhammad Salim bin Shudayyid al-Awfi.

The Higher Committee
The higher committee of the Complex sets its general policies and aims, oversees theitr implementation, and
endorses the rules and regulations of the Complex.

The Scholarly Board

The scholatly board of the Complex looks into scholarly matters in line with the Complex’s aims and
suggests ways to advance them. It also considers research and issues of scholarly nature, and reviews the
reports presented by specialized centres within the Complex.

Figures and Achievements

e The Complex comprises an integral line of production including the scholarly bodies, which work on
preparing and producing its publications, and state-of-the-art printing, CD and audio-tape recording
equipment.
The Complex stands out with its advanced quality control system, applied rigorously at all production
stages. There are almost 700 personnel in the quality control department responsible for ensuring that
publications are free from defects.
The Complex produced more than 230 important titles in the fields with which it is concerned, 50
of which are translations of the meanings of the Qur’an in different languages. Work is on-going on
producing more useful publications.
The Complex produces an average of 10 million copies per annum. The total number of copies printed
in the Complex since its inception topped 260 million.
The Complex distributed tens of millions of its publications all over the world as a present from the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. More than a 1.8 million copies are distributed annually as part of the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques’ Gift to Pilgrims.

Support of the Complex

The Complex receives constant support from the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King “Abdullah bin
‘Abdul-*Aziz, from his Royal Highness, Prince Sultan bin “Abdul-“Aziz, Crown Prince, Deputy Premiere,
Minister of Defense and Aviation and Inspector-General, and from his Royal Highness Prince Naif bin
‘Abdul-*Aziz, Second Deputy Premiere and Minister of Interior.
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