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The Problem of Translating Terminology With Specific

Reference to the Term “salah” in Arabic and Hebrew
Dr. Amir al-zanati al-Jabiri®

The translation of terminology poses an important problem. Terms
are embedded in the cultural background of the original text. Therefore,
the translator has to take into account not only the semiotic but also
the social dimensions. By representing an idea about an existence, a
conceptual or intellectual image may look similar in two languages.
Yet, a term varies from one culture to another. So, translation basically
needs to deal with terminology as some kind of a mirror that reflects
the understanding of a specific term in its original language, then
conveying it, with all its related connotations, to the receiver in the
target language.

Containing a lot of its own specific terms, the Qur’an represents
a good source of translation problems with respect to terminology,
particularly as great care and precision are required for conveying the
original meanings of the sacred text. Hence, it has been selected for
the research purpose to investigate how the translators dealt with the
terminology issue. The investigation will be conducted on the four
printed Hebrew translations of the meanings of the Qur’an, with
specific reference to the term “Salah” due to its Islamic significance.

The investigation will deal with the following points: the meaning
of the selected term; its significance; the procedures followed in
translation; the issues raised by the translation processes regarding
the source and the target languages and regarding the translators; and
the criteria of procedure selection. Then, the meanings of the term
“Salah” in both languages will be presented and compared in order
to identify their relationship with the term. This will help assess the
procedures followed by the translators and assess how successfully the
essence of the Islamic term is maintained in the target language.

(*) Assistant Professor of Hebrew at Ain Shams University and King Saud University.
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The Impact of The Glorious Quran on Arabic Calligraphy

Kamal al-Jumayli®

The Glorious Qur’an was revealed in Arabic and written down in
Arabic alphabet. Since that time interest in writing commenced as the
Qur’an called upon the Muslims to learn it.

Since the first century AH, improvement on the writing system was
in progress. In the third century AH, rules and systems were devised
till it emerged as an independent science known as Arabic Calligraphy.
It developed into many styles of writing and reached the pinnacle of
charm and beauty combining precision with beauty of form, originality
of design and the sanctity of the text.

Thus it became an outstanding system of writing surpassing all
other systems of the world, both modern and ancient, in beauty and
precision. And but for the Glorious Qur’an, it would not have attained
this exalted position.

(*) Researcher in the Department of Higher Studies, Islamic University, Baghdad.
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Protecting the Qur’anic Text from Contempt

Dr. Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Musnid®

The Qur’anic text is a sacred text. There has been complete
consensus on this point amongst Muslims in all the epochs of Islamic
history. It is a religious duty of every Muslim to protect this text and
the material containing it.

As many people intentionally or unintentionally commit contempt
of this text or the material containing it, it has become imperative that
Islamic scholars, especially the scholars of the Qur’an, should explain
to the people the many manifestations of the contempt of the sacred
text prevalent among Muslims with a view to helping them avoid it.

I have thoroughly examined all the intentional and unintentional
manifestations of contempt of the Qur’anic text. These include the
contempt of the text and its exegesis, and also the contempt of the
material containing it whether it is the mushaf or otherwise.

I have separately discussed both the types of contempt, intentional
and unintentional, and have enumerated in detail all the manifestations
of contempt supported by sound proofs from the Qur’an and the
Sunnah, rulings of the imams and great scholars.

In conclusion I have mentioned the results of my investigation and
recommendations. I have noticed that ignorance and negligence are
mainly to blame for this phenomenon.

And the most important recommendation is that scholars should
be asked to educate the people regarding the sanctity of the Qur’anic
text.

(*) Member, Teaching Staff, King Sa‘ud University, Riyadh.
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Treatment of Non-Muslim Relatives
(A Qur’anic study in the light of the Sunnah)

Dr. Muhsin al-Khalidi®

This paper discusses the maintenance of blood relationship with a
kafirah, and by kdfirah is meant a non-Muslim woman whether she is
a kitabiyyah or an idolatress. The reason for writing on this subject is
the phenomenon of a number of Muslim children born to non-Mulim
mothers. This highlights the glorious image of Islam of maintaining
blood relation even with a non-Muslim relative. Some of the ways
in which a kafirah can be kindly treated is to earmark a part of the
inheritance for her in the will, and to treat her with love and affection
in the hope of winning her to Islam. The children of non-Muslim
parents are required by law to treat them well even if they openly

display their kufr.

This does not contradict muwalat, for silat al-rahim is different from
muwalat: for silat al-rahim can be for both Muslims and non-Muslims,
but muwalat is for Muslims alone.

The paper has shown that silat al-rahim helps the kafir and his
offspring in this world by protecting them from being humiliated. But
it will not help them in the hereafter.

(*) al-Najah National University (Palestine), Faculty of Islamic Law, Department of
Usul al-Din.
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Methodology of the Grammatical Analysis of the

Glorious Qur’an
Prof. Fakhruddin Qabawah®

The paper speaks in detail about the technical concepts of irab,
and traces its historical background with its rich heritage. The study
has proved that there should be a scientific methodology to be relied
upon in the grammatical analysis of words, sentences and phrases,
and also in morphological analysis.

The paper then deals with the different styles of analysis, its history,
the books written on this topic and their methodologies.

He then speaks about the necessity to follow the methodology of
the Basri School and its terminologies as these are more prevalent in
the ancient books of reference.

The paper is a guidebook of the grammatical analysis of the Glorious
Qur'an.

(*) Professor in the College of Humanities, Aleppo.
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of sttrahs as found in the Uthmanic Mushaf.

The belief that the order of the sitrahs is tawgifi calls for our sticking
to it, and preserving it.

In the light of these conclusions, the researcher has made a
number of important recommendations some of which are:

e To highlight the stand that the rasm is tawqifi, and to bring
out the weakness of the other stand.

To study the affinity between the sitrahs, and to carry on the
great efforts made by the salaf in this field.
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An Analytical Study of the Sayings of the ‘Ulama’
Regarding the Arrangement of the Surahs

Dr. Taha ‘Abidin Taha®

The researcher uses both the inductive as well as the deductive
methods to study this subject. The paperis divided into an introduction,
and three chapters. The paper deals with the following points:

What is meant by Arrangement of Surahs.
Opinions of the ‘ulama’ about this subject with their proofs.
Examining these opinions and selecting the preferable.

In conclusion, the ruling with regard to the arrangement of stirahs
is mentioned.

The paper has come out with the following conclusions:

1) The difference of opinion in this subject is old, and every one of
the three schools claims to have the backing of the majority of
the ‘ulama’. According to the researcher, the arrangement of the
surahs is tawgifi, and has been taught by the Prophet (Peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him).

This Prophetic arrangement has many merits and subtleties which
our minds cannot comprehend.

It is wajib to follow this arrangement in writing the mushaf. But
in the recitation of Qur’an and in salah it is mustahabb, and it is
permissible to follow a different arrangement. It is also permissible
to follow a different arrangement for the purpose of teaching the
Qur’an by commencing with the shorter sitrahs.

With a view to preserving the Glorious Qur’an from tampering, a
consensus has evolved on the fact that it s wajib to follow the order

Member, Teaching Staff, Umm al-Qura University, Faculty of Da‘wah
and Usul al-Din, Makkah.
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- The al-Naskh al-Mufarragh Font.
- The al-Naskh al-Munagqat Font.

They are computer fonts similar to the computer al-Naskh Font which
the Research and Development Unit in the Computer Department
of the Complex earlier took to. They are among the fonts meant for
the young ones. Children benefit from them in improving on their
writing, learning how to write the alphabet and words and painting
them.

Accuracy, consolidation in design and compliance with universal
operating platforms and desk publication programmes were put into
consideration in preparing the aforementioned computer fonts.

For more details and downloading the said fonts, visit the website:
http://fonts.qurancomplex.gov.sa

The index of Ithaf al-Maharah in 5 volumes is now available in the
Sales and Marketing Department.

Two web press machines have been acquired from the German
KBA Company. Each of them is made up of six colours. The assembly
process is in progress.

The Technical Affairs Department is following up the preliminary
studies related to the construction of an integrated library in the
Complex on a land area of 3,200 square meters.

The visitors who came to the Complex between 15/1/1432 AH and
30/7/1432 AH numbered 200, 000 approximately.

In this period, the Complex participated in 13 exhibition, both
local and international. Amongst them are:

- al-Dar al-Bayda’ Book Fair.
- Masqat International Book Fair
- Abu Dhabi Book Fair

- Sharja International Book Fair

- Geneva International Book Fair

- Kuwait Award for Qur’an Memorization and Recitation.
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al-Hijr to ayah 87 of Surat al-Isra’, presented by ‘Abdullah Hashim
Sa‘d al-Sharif of the Tafsir Department in the Faculty of al-Qur’an al-
Karim, Islamic University, Madinah for obtaining the PhD degree.

Dr Hazim ibn Sa‘id Haydar participated in the viva voce of a PhD
thesis titled Critical Editing of al-Qastallani’s al-Fath al-Dani min Kanz
Hirz al-Amani presented by Shaikh Mubarak Awkhami. The viva voce
took place in the Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Department of
Islamic Studies of al-Jinan University, Republic of Lebanon.

The Chinese translation of al-Misbah al-Munar fi Tahdhib Tafsir ibn
Kathir has been published.

The Kyrgyz translation of the meanings of the Glorious Qur’an has
been revised. It will soon be forwarded for publication in sha Allah.

Work on the Tajik translation of the meanings of the Glorious
3| g
ur’an is in progress. It has already been accomplished up to surat
prog y P P
al-Tawbah.

The Nepali translation of the meanings of the Glorious Qur’an is
ready and we are currently in the processes to securing the copyright.

The soft copy of the Pashto translation with the revised Tafsir is
ready, and thus set for printing.

The Bengali translation has been completed and gone through the
final revision. It will soon be sent for printing in sha Allah.

One of the reviewers of the Tagalog translation of al-Tafsir al-
Muyassar has completed the revision while the report of the second
reviewer is still awaited.

A contract in its final stages is being concluded with a translator to
prepare a Dutch translation of the meanings of the Glorious Qur’an.

The Danish translation of Surah al-Fatihah and juz’ ‘Amma is in press.

The Swedish translation of the meanings of the first five ajz@’ of the
Glorious Qur’an is in press.

The Chinese translation of the book Usiil al-Iman is in press.

With the special grace of Allah, the following programmes have
successfully been designed:
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News from the Complex

CIN special Mushat according to the reading of al-Suisi “an Abi “Amr
al-Basri as reported in al-Shatibiyyah is being revised by the Scholarly
Committee for Reviewing the Glorious Mushaf, in conformity with the
guiding principles laid down by the Complex for the publication of
Mushafs according to the ten authenticated Qur’anic readings, and
their twenty narrations.

The Scholarly Committee has revised the computer publication
programme compatible with AppleMac system. This allows the user
to insert the Qur’anic @yahs in the Uthmanic Orthography with ease
from the Mushaf al-Madinah.

Researchers in the Qur’anic Studies Centre will soon embark on
the preparation of a simplified subject-based dictionary of the Glorious
Qur’an to be known as al-Mu‘jam al-Mwyassar li Mawdu‘at al-Qur’an al-
Karim. This will be soon after the approval of the Secretary General.

The Qur’anic Studies Centre has completed the editing of al-
Qastallant’s encyclopedic reference work on Qur’anic Readings titled
Lata’if al-Isharat li Funuin al-Qira@’at. It will be in 11 volumes and is ready
to be sent to the press for printing. It is worth stating here that this
is the very first time this book is being edited in its entirety, and the
researchers relied on 15 manuscripts in editing it.

The Directorate of Scholarly Affairs is preparing al-Tafsir al-
Muyassar in audio and has already charged a scholarly committee
with its revision. It is expected that this project will soon be ready on
electronic discs.

The Directorate of Scholarly Affairs has handed over Abu Hafs
al-‘Attar’s book (d 432 AH) al-Tibyan fi Ma‘rifat Tanzl al-Qur’an to
the press in preparation for printing. It has been edited by Dr al-
Sharif Hashim ibn Hazza“ al-Shanbari and was revised by a specialized
scholarly committee.

Prof. Dr. Ahmad al-Kharrat, the Assistant Director of the Qur’anic
Studies Centre, participated in the viva voce of a PhD thesis titled
Critical Editing of Abu Hayyan’s al-Bahr al-Muhit from ayah 50 of Surat
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In the Name of Allah
the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful
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Notes for Authors

The Journal of Qurianic Research and Studies welcomes serious
scholarly contributions in Arabic and English on the Glorious Qur’an
and its studies, the translation of the meanings of the Glorious Qur’an
and editing old manuscripts related to it.

Contributions should conform to the following:

e the length of contributions should normally be between 6000
and 12000 words.

Three copies should be submitted, double-spaced with ample
margins on one side of A4 sized paper.

A soft copy of the contribution must be submitted. Text should
be a Microsoft Word 2000 document (or a more recent version).
Authors are welcome to send their contributions by e-mail,
formatted as a Word attachment.

A brief C.V. relevant to the scope of the journal should be
submitted detailing the full contact information of the author
and their institutional affiliation.

An abstract of no more than 200 words should accompany the

manuscript.

Notes should appear page by page as they occur, i.e. in footnotes
not endnotes. They should be numbered page by page.

The editorial board will consider original contributions set within
sound theoretical or methodological frameworks, provided the material
presented is rigorous. Submission of a contribution will be taken to imply
that it has neither been published nor is being considered for publication
elsewhere.

Contributors will be financially rewarded, receive five copies of the
issue in which their contribution appears and twenty offprints of their
contribution.
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Transliteration System of Arabic Characters

 as a consonant and

# as a vowel

) as a consonant and
7 as a vowel

Short vowels are to be transliterated as follows:
a for fathah (), i for kasrah ( ) and u for dammah ().
6 : is transliterated as 4, but # when mudaf.

JI ¢ is transliterated as a/ whether shamsiyyah ot gamariyyah.
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The Journal of Qur’anic Research and Studies encourages scholatly
research and promotes publication in the field of the Glorious Qur’an and its
studies with a view to enriching the Qur’anic studies library further and bringing
specialists to get involved together in this field of study.

To achieve its aims, the journal welcomes contributions in the following areas:
Qur’anic studies, editing of related old manuscripts and studies concerning the
translation of the meanings of the Glorious Qur’an.
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King Fahd Glorious Qur’an Printing Complex in Brief

Inauguration

In response to the increasing need of Muslims the world over for copies of the Glorious Qut’an, assuming
the pioneering role of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in serving Islam and Muslims, and realizing the
importance of serving the Glorious Qur’an and the Prophet’s Sunnah, the late Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques, King Fahd bin ‘Abdul-*Aziz, laid the foundation stone of King Fahd Glotious Qut’an Printing
Complex in Madinah in 1982 and inaugurated it in 1984 as a body dedicated to carrying out this honourable
task. On laying the foundation stone he said:

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. With the blessing of Allah, the Exalted,
the Able [do I lay this stone].... We pray that this project will be a blessing for the service of the Glorious
Qur’an, firstly, and Islam and Muslims, secondly. I pray to Allah, the Exalted, the Able, to grant us help and
success in our religious and worldly affairs, and to make this project successful in fulfilling what it has been
set up for, namely, the Glorious Qut’an, so that Muslims may benefit from it and ponder on its meanings.

Aims of the Complex

Prominent among the aims of the Complex are: printing the Glorious Qur’an and recording it on audio
media in the modes of reading well-known in the Muslim world, translating its meanings, furthering tafsir
and Qur’anic studies, serving the Prophet’s Sunnah and biography, undertaking Islamic research and studies,
and catering for the needs of Muslims, inside and outside the Kingdom, for the different publications of
the Complex and making them available on the internet.

Supervision of the Complex

The Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Endowments, Da‘wah and Guidance supervizes the Complex. His
Excellency Shaikh Salih bin ‘Abdul-*Aziz bin Muhammad Al al-Shaikh is the Supervisor-General of the
Complex and the head of its higher committee. The implementation of the Complex’s policies and the
achievement of its aims are overseen by a General-Sectetariat headed by the Secretary-General of the
Complex, Prof. Muhammad Salim bin Shudayyid al-*Awfi.

The Higher Committee
The higher committee of the Complex sets its general policies and aims, oversees their implementation, and
endorses the rules and regulations of the Complex.

The Scholarly Board

The scholatly board of the Complex looks into scholarly matters in line with the Complex’s aims and
suggests ways to advance them. It also considers research and issues of scholarly nature, and reviews the
reports presented by specialized centres within the Complex.

Figures and Achievements

e The Complex comprises an integral line of production including the scholarly bodies, which work on
preparing and producing its publications, and state-of-the-art printing, CD and audio-tape recording
equipment.

e The Complex stands out with its advanced quality control system, applied rigorously at all production
stages. There are almost 700 personnel in the quality control department responsible for ensuring that
publications are free from defects.

e The Complex produced more than 273 important titles in the fields with which it is concerned,
58 of which are translations of the meanings of the Qur’an in different languages. Work is on-going on
producing more useful publications.

e The annual output of the Complex has reached 13 million copies. The total number of copies printed in
the Complex since its inception topped 270 million.

e The Complex distributed tens of millions of its publications all over the world as a present from the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. More than a 1.8 million copies ate distributed annually as part of the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques’ Gift to Pilgrims.

Support of the Complex

The Complex receives constant support from the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King “Abdullah
bin ‘Abdul-“Aziz, and from his Royal Highness, Crown Prince Naif bin “Abdul-*Aziz, Deputy Premiere
and Minister of Interior.
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