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Journal of QURANIC RESEARCH AND STUDIES

The Difference Between the Letters Za’ and Dad ]
| in the Book of Allah
l by Imam Abu 1-Hasan Tahir bin ‘Abd al-Mun’im
ibn Ghalbun al-Halabi (d 399 AH)

Dr. Salih ibn Ahmad al-‘Amari

The paper consists of two part:

a) study of the book, and

b) critically editing it.

The study consists of introducing the author and his book.

The second part consists of a critical editing of the text of the
book according the rules laid down for editing.

The book deals with the difference between the letters za’ and

' dad in the Book of Allah. The book is characterized by brevity. It
| is a valuable addition to the books of this science. The author’s
student Imam al-Dani based his book entitled The Difference

| Between the Letters za’ and dad in the Book of Allah and in the
well-known Speech on the book of his shaykh, Imam ibn Ghalbtun.
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2. The agreement of al-Rudhbari with the imams who preceded |
him in some selections.

3. al-Rudhbari’s concurrence in the terms used for selection with
those who preceded him such as Imam al-Tabari, Ibn Jinni,
Makki, and al-Hudhali.

The originality of the research: The academic value of the
research appears in its highlighting the methodology of one of the
imams of gira’at in the fifth century AH in his selections of gira’at,
namely, Imam al-Rudhbari in his book Jami® al-qgira’at.

Keywords: Selections - al-Rudhbari — gira’at — Jami’.
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Study of al-Rudhbari’s Methodology in his selections ]
of gira’at in his book Jami* al-Qira’at

Dr. Khalil ibn Muhammad al-Talib

Research Topic and Objectives: This research highlights the
methodology of Imam al-Rudhbari in his selections of the gira’at
and the reasons for the selection, and the terminology he uses
in this regard. The research also aims to find specimens of his
selections of gira’at, giving the reader a historical overview of the
scholars who practiced selection in the fifth century AH.

Research Plan: It contains the following:

1. a preface covering the biography of Imam al-Rudhbari, and
introducing his book Jami‘ al-Qira’at and its salient features.

2. four chapters dealing with the following subjects:

The first chapter deals with the definition of selection, and its
reasons according to Imam al-Rudhbari.

The second chapter deals with his methodology in his
presentation of the gira’at and his selection.

The third chapter deals with the terms used by him in selecting
the gira’at.

The fourth chapter presents examples of his selections in gira’at.

The most important results:

1. Selection criteria according to Imam al-Rudhbari are based on
four considerations:

a) that the gira’ah should conform with the rasm,

b) the gira’ah should be well-known, and a large number of
qurra’ should have adopted it,

¢) it should have been confirmed by his teachers, and

d) it should have a sound linguistic basis.
= —
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(The Concept of the Millat Ibrahim (peace be upon him)
and its Components in the Glorious Quran

Aguert Muhammad

The Millah of Ibrahim (peace be upon him) laid the foundation
stone for the totality of what a Muslim should believe in his faith,
in his way of thinking, reasoning and debating with others, how
he should be in his submission and surrender to Allah, and in his
manners and dealings with people of all kinds, Muslims and non-
Muslims.

This comprehensiveness is one of the elements that gave the
Millah of Ibrahim that value in being the best religion, and to be
the true religion that Allah has approved for this Muslim nation
and which Allah has commanded us to follow.

The aim of this research, therefore, is to try to highlight this
comprehensiveness by talking about the elements of the Millah
of Ibrahim (peace be upon him) in the Glorious Qur’an. Following
this analytical approach to reflect on the ayat that deal with the
Millah of Ibrahim (peace be upon him), analyze them, and derive
the elements of the Ibrahimic Millah.

Keywords: Glorious Qur’an, Millat Ibrahim, Ingredients,
Inference, Testimonial.
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The most important results are:

. The book Gharib al-Qur’an is unique in the science it deals with
because its author has arranged the book based on the Arabic
letters dividing every letter into three categories according to
the vowel it carries: fathah, dammah and kasrah.

. The number of the gira’at shadhdhah mentioned by Imam al-
Sijistani in al-Gharib are 45.

. Gharib al-Qur’an in its academic evaluation is not only a book
of gira’at, it is in fact an encyclopedia dealing with a number of
Qur’anic sciences.

Finally come the recommendations.

————
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, The Qira’at Shadhdhah and their Tawjih in Gharib
al-Qur’an by Imam Abu Bakr al-Sijistani
(died 330 AH)

Dr. Sulayman Isma‘il Ibrahim Mirdas

In this research, I dealt with the gira’at shadhdhah mentioned
by Imam Abu Bakr al-Sijistani (died: 330 AH) in his book Gharib al-
Qur’an, and I have confined my research in this paper to the study
of the qgira’at shadhdhah and their tawjih. What distinguishes this
book is its brevity and its focus on the subject. The book is short
in terms of expression, easy to memorize for those who want to
know the meanings of Qur’anic words. The author mentions the
meanings of the Qur’anic gira’at, which have a clear impact on
understanding the meanings of the of the Qur’anic ayat. It is a
valuable book full of knowledge.

The research is divided into a preface with three sections: the
first section deals with the biography of Imam al-Sijistani, the
second introduces his book Gharib al-Qur’an, and the third deals
with definitions of key word used in the research, namely, al-
qira’at al-mutawatirah, al-qira’at al-shadhdhah, and al-tawjih.

The Preface is followed by two chapters. The first chapter is
a theoretical study: it deals with al-Sijistani’s method in the
arrangement of his book Gharib al-Qur’an, his sources and his way
of presenting the gira’at. This chapter deals with the following
three topics. The first topic deals with Imam al-Sijistani’s method
in the arrangement of his al-Gharib. The second deals with al-
Sijistani’s sources in al-Gharib, while the third deals with Imam
al-Sijistani’s method in presenting the gira’at.

The second chapter is an applied study of the topics of al-Gharib
from the beginning to the end.

Then follows the conclusion which includes the results of the
research and a list of sources.

N
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3. The research showed that the phonological composition of the]
words in which the alif got replaced with the waw in the mushif
may be affected by the phonological composition of the same
words in some Semitic languages which, like Arabic, branched
out from the original Semitic.

4. The research proved that the replacement of the alif with the
waw in the mushif is not related to the phonological context of
the alif in the structure of the words concerned, but rather it has
a dialectology-based reason; being related to the phenomenon
of tafkhim dominant in the linguistic environment of Hijaz, in
which the Glorious Qur’an was revealed.

5. The research showed that the phenomenon of replacing
the alif with the the waw in the mushif represents one of the
manifestations of the eloquence of the Qur’anic word as it
reflects some of the Arabic dialects known for their eloquence.

Key words: Qur’anic orthography - Replacing alif with waw -
| The phonological context — tafkhim.

-  —
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The impact of the Phonological Context in Explaining
Some phenomena of ‘Uthmanic Orthography:
Replacing alif with waw as a model

Dr. Saad Mohamed Abdel-Ghaffar Yousef

The phenomena of ‘Uthmanic orthography have been handled
by many researches in studies describing and analyzing it,
but not explaining the impact of the phonological context in
explaining some phenomena of ‘Uthmanic orthography, despite
its importance. Hence, this paper discusses the impact of the
phonological context in explaining some phenomena of ‘Uthmanic
orthography via the phenomenon of replacing the alif with the
waw as an example.

The paper is divided into three sections. The first presents
foundational introductions on the most important research
terms. The second deals with the impact of dialects and linguistic
history on the phenomenon of replacing the alif with the waw in
the mushif. The third discusses the impact of the phonological
structure of the word on the replacing of alif with waw in the
mushif.

Results

1. The phenomenon of replacing the alif with the waw in the
‘Uthmanic orthography does not indicate bad spelling of early
scribes, as some scholars have claimed, but rather points to a
pattern of the prevalent spelling patterns at the time of writing
Imam ‘Uthman’s mushif.

2. The research showed the success of the phenomena of
representing the sound pattern of the Qur’anic recitation as
received by the Companions on the authority of the Messenger
of Allah (may Allah’s prayers and peace be upon him).

; —
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Notes for Authors

The Journal of Qur’anic Research and Studies welcomes serious scholarly contributions

in Arabic and English on the Glorious Qur’an and its studies, the translation of the meanings
of the Glorious Qur’an and editing old manuscripts related to it.

Contributions should conform to the following:
e The length of contributions should normally be between 6000 and 12000 words.

e Three copies should be submitted, double-spaced with ample margins on one side of
A4 sized paper.

» A soft copy of the contribution must be submitted. Text should be a Microsoft
Word 2000 document (or a more recent version). Authors are welcome to send their
contributions by e-mail, formatted as a Word attachment.

e A brief C.V. relevant to the scope of the journal should be submitted detailing the
full contact information of the author and their institutional affiliation.

e An abstract of no more than 200 words should accompany the manuscript.

» Notes should appear page by page as they occur, i.e. in footnotes not endnotes. They
should be numbered page by page.

The editorial board will consider original contributions set within sound theoretical or
methodological frameworks, provided the material presented is rigorous. Submission
of a contribution will be taken to imply that it has neither been published nor is being
considered for publication elsewhere.

Contributors will be financially rewarded, receive five copies of the issue in which their
contribution appears and twenty offprints of their contribution.
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( Transliteration System of Arabic Characters
s P d
\ a b t
o b b z
) t ¢ ¢
d j < f
c h S q
: kh 3 k
> d J) [
0 dh . m
> r & n
5 % 2 h
IS w as a consonant and
o _
2 u as a vowel
o sh
y as a consonant and
o s ¢ ias a vowel
Short vowels are to be transliterated as follows:
a for fathah (), i for kasrah () and u for dammabh ().
s : is transliterated as h, but t when mudaf.
I :is transliterated as al whether shamsiyyah or qamariyyah.
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The Journal of Quranic Research and Studies encourages scholarly research and |
promotes publication in the field of the Glorious Qur’an and its studies with a view to
enriching the Qur’anic studies library further and bringing specialists to get involved

together in this field of study.

To achieve its aims, the journal welcomes contributions in the following areas: Qur’anic
studies, editing of related old manuscripts and studies concerning the translation of the

meanings of the Glorious Qur’an.
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King Fahd Glorious Qur’an Printing Complex in Brief

Inauguration

In response to the increasing need of Muslims the world over for copies of the Glorious Qur’an, assuming
the pioneering role of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in serving Islam and Muslims, and realizing the
importance of serving the Glorious Qur’an, the late Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Fahd Ibn
‘Abdul-‘Aziz, laid the foundation stone of King Fahd Glorious Qur’an Printing Complex in Madinah in
1403 AH (1982) and inaugurated it in 1405 AH (1984) as a body dedicated to carrying out this honourable
task. On laying the foundation stone he said:

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. With the blessing of Allah, the Exalted, the Able
[do I lay this stone].... We pray that this project will be a blessing for the service of the Glorious Qur’an, firstly,
and Islam and Muslims, secondly. I pray to Allah, the Exalted, the Able, to grant us help and success in our
religious and worldly affairs, and to make this project successful in fulfilling what it has been set up for, namely,
the Glorious Qur’an, so that Muslims may benefit from it and ponder on its meanings.

Aims of the Complex

Prominent among the aims of the Complex are: printing the Glorious Qur’an and recording it on audio
media in the modes of reading well-known in the Muslim world, translating its meanings, furthering tafsir
and Qur’anic studies, undertaking Islamic research and studies, and catering to the needs of Muslims, inside
and outside the Kingdom, for the different publications of the Complex and making them available on the
internet.

Supervision of the Complex

The Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Da®wah and Guidance supervizes the Complex. His Excellency Shaikh Dr.
‘Abdullatif ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Abdulrahman Al al-Shaikh is the Supervisor-General of the Complex and
the head of its Higher Committee. The implementation of the Complex’s policies and the achievement of
its aims are overseen by the Secretary-General of the Complex, Talal ibn Razin al-Ruhaili, Editor in chief
of the Journal of Qur’anic Research and Studies.

The Higher Committee
The higher committee of the Complex sets its general policies and aims, oversees their implementation, and
endorses the rules and regulations of the Complex.

The Scholarly Board

The scholarly board of the Complex looks into scholarly matters in line with the Complex’s aims and
suggests ways to advance them. It also considers research and issues of scholarly nature, and reviews the
reports presented by specialized centres within the Complex.

Figures and Achievements

» The Complex comprises an integral line of production including the scholarly bodies, which work on preparing
and producing its publications, and state-of-the-art printing, CD recording equipment.

The Complex stands out with its advanced quality control system, applied rigorously at all production
stages. There are almost 462 personnel in the quality control department responsible for ensuring that
publications are free from defects.

The Complex produced more than 300 important titles in the fields with which it is concerned,
70 of which are translations of the meanings of the Glorious Qur’an in different languages. Work is in
progress to bring out more useful publications.

the Complex’s production for the year 1442-1443 A.H. (2020-2021 A.D.) will reach 19.504.000 m copies
in different fields of publication insha Allah.

The Complex distributed 320 million copies of its publications in different continents of the world as a
present from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. About 2 millions copies are distributed annually as part of the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques’ gift to the Pilgrims of Allah’s House.

Support of the Complex

The Complex receives constant support from the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman ibn
‘Abd al-‘Aziz, his Crown Prince, Chairman of the Council of Ministers HRH Muhammad ibn Salman ibn
‘Abd al-‘Aziz, May Allah keep and preserve them.
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